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APOLOGY 


For the Conduct of a late celebrated 


ſecond-rate MIN IS TER, from the 
Year 1729. at which Time he 
commenced Courtier, till within 
a few Wecks of his Death, in 
1746. 
Giving a clear View of his real Prin- 
ciples and Deſign, and containing 
many curious and intereſting Par- 


ticulars relative to the Time, and 
to Perſons in the higheſt Stations. 
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Written by himſelf and found among his Papers, 
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Trabit ſua quemque voluptat. 
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TA OSE who have been beſt —— with the 
late Mr. W—n, will readily perceive him to 
have been the Author of the following Apology ; eve- 
ry Line of it ſo far wears his Stamp, as to be a 
Prof to all thoſe who had any Knowledge of his Ex- 
preſſion and Way of thinking. We aſſure the Reader 
that it is here as intire as it came to our Hand, 
excepting one Paragraph relating to the late Rebel- 
lion, which we chuſe to omit, and a few Words which 
we judged proper to leave in Blank, or expreſs by 
initial Letters, The Reader will himſelf eaſily ſup- 
ply the Omiſſions, and ſoon gueſs the Reaſons, and 
applaud the Caution, 
It appears very obviouſly in the Face of the Work, 
that it was not to have ſeen the Light while the Au- 


thor lived, or until ſome ſignal Change ſhould happen ; 
and it would ſeem, by 


wards the Cloſe of the Work, where the Author 
Speaks of Fuſtice to the Memory of Sir R. Walpole, 
and where a certain living Nobleman is very advan- 
tageouſly mentioned, as accepting of Power diſtant 
from Court, Oc. But, be that as it will, we preſume 
not to ſay haw far that great Man, and others, may 
think themſebves obliged to the Writer for his Opini- 
on of their Views and Principles. 

We take the Hint of our Title from the Author's 
Manuſcript, where we found theſe Words, An A- 
pology for my Conduct in Parliament, and the 
Motto intire as we affix it, Thus much we thought 
neceſſary, and more we think would be needleſs. 


AN 
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PREFACE 


ome Paſſages, that it had not 
been finiſhed long before his Death, particularly to- 
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APOLOGY, Ge. 


HOUGH I was ever an Enemy to 
the innate aſſuming Vanity of 2 
neighbouring Nation, which had 
occaſioned that Inundation of Me- 

3 moirs of which the World has 
complained in theſe latter Days, yet am of Opi- 
nion there may be, at all Times, Men who might 
be ſaid to be obliged to bring the'Publick ac- 
quainted with the Secrets of their Conduct, which, 
to do it impartially, can be performed but by 
themſelves alone. pe 

If it be difficult far a Man to acquire any to- 
lebe Share of Knowledge of himſelf, how much 
more ſo is it for another, who muſt be leſs ac- 
quainted, not only with his Mind, but Actions? 

Deceit and Hypocriſy are ſo woven into the Na- 

ture of Man, or at leaſt into his Practice, that 

there is no forming any Judgment of him, but 
by his Works, and even theſe are often found in- 
ſufficient. How often is a Man obliged to act 
ſeemingly againſt his Judgment and Principles, in 
order to arrive at ſome Point, however diſtant, 
which he may propoſe to himſelf at his firſt ſet- 
ting out in the World? And it is when Men are 


| | F | 
thus neceſſitated to , Ul themſelves, that 
they are moſt obliged to account with the Pub- 
lick for their Conduct, eſpecially if they have 
been in any Degree conſpicuous either by their 
Talents or Employments. 

If then one be pardonable, at any Time, for 
preſuming to thrutt himſelf upon the Publick for 
a Man of Importance, it ſurely muſt be when it 
becomes neceſſary for him to juſtify himſelf, in 
regard to his Conduct in a Sphere of Life ſo e- 
minent as to create him the Jealouſies of both 
his new and old Aſſociates. On ſuch an Occaſi- 
on it becomes not only congruous, but incum- 
bent upon a Man to lay himſelf forth naked 
and undiſguiſed, that if he cannot ſecure the 
good Opinion of ſome Set of Men while liv- 
mg, he may not at leaſt have his Memory equal- 
ly odious to all Parties when dead, For how 
indifferent ſoever ſome Men may ſeem in regard 
to Praiſe and Cenſure, the moſt profligate, if he 
examines himſelf nearly, muſt perceive an Incli- 
nation to merit the firſt, and avoid the latter, 

For my own Part, as inattentive as I may have 
| ſeemed to deſerving Applauſe, or ſecuring the good 
Opinion, either of thoſe I left, or them I came to, 
I do confeſs that the moſt pungent Concern I 
felt all along, was the being obliged, by the Plan 
J laid down to myſelf, to act fo as to ſorfeit the 
the Regard of my old Friends, without really 
gaining either the Confidence or good Opinion 

of thoſe I was come over to. 
It is true, that J had, at different Times, oblique- 
ly opened myſelf to ſame few ſerious Men of 
the Party I had ſeemingly abandoned, Bur —_— 
h they 


they bound to believe me? Rather were they not 


bound to disbelieve one whoſe Practice was ſo 
ſteddily repugnant to his ſecret Profeſſions? And 
' as to the new Party I adhered to, I own I was 
quite indifferent what they thought of me, after I 
had been initiated into the Myſteries of their Sy- 
ſtem, which rolled chiefly on ſecuring Power and 
Profit. | 

Theſe I admit are powerful Motives, and ſuch 
as few are able to reſiſt. Yet I may fay with 
Truth, that neither had Weight with me; or ra- 
ther let me fay, that they had not the only 
Weight with me, in my forming the Reſolution of 
leaving the Party I was bred with, and ſupport- 
ing the Meaſures of my new Aſſociates, 

I won't deny my having a Propenſity to 
Power, much leſs ought, or can I fay, that I had 
not a Deſire of accumulating Wealth. On the 
contrary, my Appetite for both was keen and 
reſtleſs, particularly for the latter. But I may 
ſay, or at leaſt I always thought I might, that 
my Deſire of reſcuing my Country from Ruin 
was ſtill more prevalent in my Breaſt, than the 
Love of either Power or Riches. | 

Yet how ſincere ſoever this Avowal be, or 
that I think is to be, I am ſenſible to have given 
ſufficient Room for creating a Suſpicion of its 
Veracity. I was by Nature parſimonious, but 
not covetous, tho' I own the Line between my 
Avarice and Parſimony might have been eaſily 
miſtaken, by even thoſe who had moſt Opportu- 
nity of knowing me the beſt. Conſcious, then, 
that my Practice was ſuch, till lately, as might 
yaſtify a Suppoſition that a Thriſt for Riches 

8 was 
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tas my predominant Paſſion, I muſt expect to 
meet with but few, if any, who will be per fuad- 
ed that Avarice has had a leſs Share than Patriotiſm 
in my Conduct, ſince I firſt went into the Mea- 

ues of the Court. = 
And tho, after a Struggle which coſt me much 
Pains, I lately got the better of that Appetite 
which was thought to be moſt prevalent, yet 
am I not therefore intitled to hope that the Pu- 
blick will have forgot or overlooked the longeſt 
Period of my Life and Practice. DS 

Let me then ſet my Heart at Reſt with regard 
to my Cotemporaries of our different Parties. 1 
wiſh 1 could ſay of them, as I can with ſtrict 
Truth of myſelf, that J acted upon a Plan which 
ſeemed to me the moſt eligible for ſecuring the Li- | 
berty and retrieving the Honour and Trade of my 
ᷓ11yr§⁵˙*ðÜüi ̃ ů ! 4351 
Probably I. ſhalt not 'meet with that Credit 
which my Heart tells me I merit, yet, to exone- 
rate my Conſcience, I will ſpeak Truth and the 


whole Truth, as far as I can recollect, tho' it be 


at the Expence of that Character which I may 
be ſuppoſed endeavouring to eſtabliſh, if not with 
the preſent, at leaſt with future Generations. 

A Character founded on Deception may be 
truly ſaid to reſt on a defective Foundation; and 
yet it is poſſible ſuch a one may be eſſentially ami- 
able and virtuous, tho' viſibly attended with all 
the Concomitants of a defective Reputation. 

Let me be indulged to reckon mine of this Com- 

plection; but whether it be or not, I ſhall not the 
leſs flatter myſelf to have done my Duty, not on- 
ly in wearing the Mask in order to ſerve my 
* Prince 
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Prince and Country, but in dropping it when all 
Fallacy ſhould ſubſide, to make Way for Truth 
and Candour, 

There are Seaſons for Deceit and Impoſition, 
Times when it may be meritorious to deceive and 
impoſe : But there are Scaſons likeways, where- 
in Diſſimulation is not only baſe and ungenerous, 
but impolitick. And ſurely, if ever it be impru- 
dent, that is, impolitick, to diſſemble, it is when 
one can have no View to be a Gainer by the Diſs 
ſimulation, | 


This happens, or I groſly deceive myſelf, to 


be my Cale at preſent ; I defire not the World to 


be undeceived while I exiſt in it, and therefore 
cannot be deemed felf-intereited, for having in the 
the preſent Manner taken the Pains to unveil my- 
ſelf. But it may be ſaid, that Self-Intereſt is not 
relative to the preſent only, but to Futurity likes 
ways ; granted ; yet I will venture ſaying, that 
Self-Intereſt, in this latter Senſc, is by no Meang 
criminal, whereas it certainly is in the former. 

In regard to Futurity, Selt-Intereſt ſhould loſs 
its Name. What Intereſt can a Man propoſe to 
be thought an honeſt Man a hundred Years hence! 
He may indeed propoſe a future Reward for be- 
ing intentionally honeſt, but can have none in 
View in the expoſing that Intention to Poſterity, 
from whom there can be no Expectation, except 
that of Fame, which is too vague and frothy for 
a rational Being to ſeck with Earneſtneſs, 

Thus, then, with no View to Intereſt, except 
that which impels a virtuous Mind to render Ju- 
{tice where it ſeems due, I have taken the Reſo- 


Jation of producing myſelf juſt as Lam, or ſuch 


at 
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at leaſt as I appear to myſelf, leaving each at Li- 

berty to judge of my Conduct in publick Life as 

he pleaſes, and of my Vahity or Humility in diſ- 
covering the real Motives of that Conduct. 

Being deſcended from a Stock diſtinguiſhed for 


Loyalty and Patriotiſm, I thought it my Duty, on 


my firſt ſetting out in the World, to tread in the 
Steps of a Family that had acquired ſo high a Re- 
putation for publick Virtue; therefore, on all 
Occaſions, I was willing my Acquaintance ſhould 
ſee that I had not degenerated. 

But tho' I thus emulated in Publick the Virtues 
of my immediate Predeceſſor, 1 ſtudioully employ- 
ed myſelf in private, to examining the Rectitude 
of his Principles, being ever of Opinion, that a 
rational Being ought not to take up with Prin- 
ciples, either religious or political, but ſuch as 
ſquared with his Reaſon and Conſcience. 

I may be laughed at for uſing the Words Con- 
{ſcience and Religion; nor ſhall I wonder at it, 


ſince I myſelf had publickly contributed, as much 


as moſt Men, to propogate Venality and Irreligi- 
on. But let me, however, urge in my own De- 
fence, that the Propogation of Vice was not ſo 
much my Inclination, as it was a Branch of that 
Scheme by which I reſolved to ſhape my Conduct, 
the better to avert the impending Ruin of my 
Country. 

My Country and — Prince, was ever in my 
View, and uppermoſt in my Thoughts, even in 
my tender Age; for fo was I tutored to think be- 
fore I was capable of Reflection. Yet this Pre- 
judice, ſtrong as it might have been, was not of 
Force enough to prevent my examining the 


Depth 
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Depth and Juſtice of the 3 that had been 
inculcated ſo early and ſo carefully. 

The firſt Step I took in this ſo neceſſary a Re- 
ſearch, was to examine the Motives, the Juſtice, 
the Neceſſity and Expediency of the Revolution, 
a Meaſure that had occaſioned ſo mighty a Chaſm 
in the Conſtitution. I conſulted the beſt Authori- 
ties, both living and written, concerning that im- 
portant Chance, which happened before my 
Time, reckoning that from ſuch only, Judgment 
might, be beſt formed of the Worth of thoſe 
Principles adopted by the two different contend- 
ing Parties in the Nation. 

could evidently gather, from Books and Men 
of all Parties, that thoſe who had the earlieſt and 
principal Share in the Conduct of that mighty 
Affair, had no View to ſuch a Change as hap- 
pened, nor intended to go ſuch. Lengths as they 
were led into afterwards, Here I pauſed a While, 
to ſee if I might not reſt where ſo many great 
Men had taken their Stand, even while the Scene 
was yet freſh and uncloſed. And I freely con- 
feſs to have thought this ſo early a Struggle, in 
Favour of the old Conſtitution, to be a tacite Diſ- 
approbation of the new Meaſure, and a Diſho- 
nour to thoſe who had ſhamefully yielded to the 
Allurements of preſent Favour and Power, aſter 
they had ſhined on the other Side of the Queſtion. 

Such were my earlieſt Sentiments in regard to 
that great novel Meaſure, while I was a younger 
Brother, and betore there were any Thoughts, by 
my Friends, of introducing me to the Family a- 
broad on which tne Crown was ſettled. Nor 
could I afterwards ſee any Reafon for altering 


thole 
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thoſe early Sentiments, which ſtren gthned with my 
Years; and became at laſt the Baſis on which 1 
built that Syſtem which I now think myſelf o- 
bliged to avow and explain. 

My own natural Inquiſitiveneſs might have led 
me to the Examination of an Exent that had oc- 
caſioned fo infinite a Change in the Conſtituti- 
on; but, if 1 had not been fo inclined, it would 
have been ſcarce poſſible for me to avoid it, ſeeing 
I was ſurrounded by Relations, both by Father 
and Mother, and by their Dependents, that took 
Pains to diſplay it in its native Colours. 

But, among all my Relations, none had my At- 
tention ſo much as my Uncle Oxfird, who lad 
projected my * into the Service of the ex- 
pectant Family his great Man, who will a 
pear truly great in the Annals of his Country, if 
his Portrait be drawn impartially, was at once my 
Monitor, and the Original I propoſed to copy at- 
ter. He took a particular Delight, not only to 
ſound, but prune and cultivate my Underſtand- 
ing. But, as his Avocations were great and ma- 
ny, he could ſpare but few Moments to mould a 
Mind of which he was often pleaſed to ſay he 
| had no mean Opinion. 

After I returned from H x, he was more 
at Leiſure, till the miſtaken Politicks of the new 
Miniſtry had framed an Accuſation againſt him, 
which, though they themſelves knew to be vague 
and frivolous, colt nim many Months Confine- 
ment, and much Vexation. But, before and af- 
ter his Confinement, he took Care to confirm me 
in thoſe Principles which I had adopted in my 
gre eeneſt Year 5, much more by Choice than Chance. 


The 
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The Method he took was to ſet before me the 
Nature and Excellency of the Conſtitution, as it 
ſtood before the great Event under preſent Con- 
ſideration. He would oſten compare the preſent 
with the former State of the Nation, and ſuch at 
ways were his Deſcriptions, as gave This the Pre- 
ference of That ; but if, in thoſe early Days after 
the Acceſſion, he found Reaſon of ſpeaking more 
advantageouſly of former than latter Times, what 
would he have faid if he had lived in theſe 
Days of ours, when the Amount of our Taxes, 
annually, almoſt equals the Quantum of our Spe- 
cie, and the Intereſt of our Debt exceeds the old 


Revenue, and when Venality and Infidelity are 


not only generally practiſed, but publickly avowed? 
How hard was the Fate of that noble Patri- 


ot, who merited the glorious Epithet in its am- 


pleſt Senſe? While a Commoner, who ſtruggled 
more to prevent a farther Intruſion on the Con- 
ſtitution? And, when dignified with the Peerage; 
who ſo boldly and openly went about to reco- 
ver it? But, in the latter Days of his Influence, 
he had Difficulties to ſurmount which few chief 
Miniſters before him ever had. He had a weak, 
an irreſolute and diffident female Genius to ma- 
nage on one Hand, and a reſtlefs, ambitious, 
ſelt· ſufficient Coadjutor, whom he durſt not truſt; 
believing he was unſound at Bottom, to deal with 
on the other. It was his peculiar hard Fortune, 
that he could not with Safety truſt even his royal 
Miſtreſs with all the Secrets of his Plan, for' an- 
ſwering her own principal Purpoſe ; much lefs 
could he venture. difcoyering himſelf to thoſe 


— x o 


Is 
whom ſhe had appointed his Fellow- Labour ers in 
the hazardous Work. 


In ſuch Circumſtances what was to be done? 


How muſt he have behaved ? Why, juſt as he did, 


trimming between all Parties, in Hopes ſome fa- 
vourable Interval, fome lucky Incident might 
bappen, to remove the Impediments in his Way 
to the Completion of his Scheme. He hoped to 
ſee the Rancour of the Whigs abate on one Hand, 
and the Spirit of true Toryiſm riſe on the other. 
There was, it is true, a Tory Spirit in the Nati- 
on, which by his Means was greatly widened and 
ſpread, but it was not roſe up to that Pitch, par- 
ticularly among the better Sort, which he wiſh- 
ed for. The common People were hearty and 
meant well; but the Toryiſm of the Gentry 
went little farther than moderate Whiggiſm. 

No Wonder, in ſuch a Situation, that that great 
Man was unable to execute the Scheme he had 
digeſted with ſo great Caution and Accuracy. He 
wanted not Reſolution to hazard making the moſt 
bold Struggle; for his Courage, either perſonal or 


political, was never queſtioned; but his Penetra- 


tion would not permit him to undertake, avow- 
edly, the Relief of his Country without any Hopes 

of Succeſs, well knowing that all ſuch unſucceſs- 
ful Struggles would but add to the Power that op-· 
preſſed her. 

Never were the Intentions of a leading Mini- 
ſter more myſterious, and conſequently lefs known, 
than my Lord Oxford's. "There were but very 
few in his Secrets, and thoſe he choſe ſo well, that 
he had no Reaſon to repine at his Choice. They 
could juſtify his Conduct, were it ſafe or pru- 


dent, 
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15 
dent, while he was living; and thoſe of them that 
had out- lived him had very prudential Reaſons, 
after his Death, for not attempting to bring the 
Publick acquainted with his real Character. 

So little was that great mangled Character un- 
derſtood, that I myſelf have heard it doubted, 
whether ever he really intended to anſwer the 
main Purpoſe of his royal Miſtreſs, notwithſtan- 
ding that all his Influence was derived from that 
Source ; nay, I have heard very great Men fay, 
that he was the only Perſon that had impeded the 
Completion of her Wiſhes, and broke her Heart. 
But, alas! how fallible are the Conjectures of the 
Publick, in regard to Stateſmen of any Depth or 
Caution? Even Miniſters but of very moderate 
Capacities are but little known to the Publick: 
And if ſo, how cautious ought a Man to be, in 
the paſſing Judgment on thoſe famed for Wiſdom 
and Addreſs. | 1 

I believe few, if any, would believe a Man, that 
ſhould aſſert he knew that Walpole and Harley 
had ſimilar Intentions, and were working to the 
ſame End, tho' by Means as different as their Pro- 
feſſions. Yet nothing is more certain, than that 
the firſt Robert was ſteddy in the Intereſt of his 
Prince, nor yet more ſo, than that the latter Ro- 
bert was as earneſt in the ſame Intereſt. I ſpeak 
from an Experience in which I could not have 
been miſtaken. One was my Uncle, and conſe- 
quently was open and unreſerved to me; nor was 
the other lels 2 tho tied by Bands of Friendſhip 
only; but they were Bands ſpringing from ſimr- 
lar ſecret Intentions and Principles of Loyalty. 


But 


1 = 
But can we wonder that a Harley and a alpole, 


fo deſcended as they were, ſhould have Views to 


the old Conſtitution, when a Spencer, who was 


inſtrumental in the Alteration, was known to 


have projected ſuch a Change as they did? Had 
the late Earl of S—d—4 lived but a ſingle Year 
longer, I don't think but he would have puſhed 
openly the Execution of his Scheme ; and it 1s 
ſcarce to be doubted that he muſt have ſucceeded. 


But indeed he had adroitly opened himſelf a Chan- 


nel, which neither of the others had the Opportu- 
nity of doing . 

My Lord S—d—4 found a Stranger on the 
Throne, who had no Liking to the Nation, and 
leſs perhaps to the H ap—t. An Abdicati- 
on by ſuch a Prince would be no ſuch great Mat- 
ter of Admiration, nor would the Renewal of 
the Conſtitution, during the Influence of a Mini- 
ſter acting under a Prince ſo indifferent about the 
Poſſeſſion, be a Matter of much Difficulty or 
Hazard. | 
The Danger was thought, by the late Q—, to 
be ſo imminent, that ſhe artfully projected a coun- 
ter Scheme, which muſt have defeated the late 
K — and his Miniſters Project, if it could have 
been executed. The then Empreſs was the En- 
gine by which the P—ſs of /—-s hoped to 
bring the Court of Rome to an Opinion, that it 
would the Intereſt of the Competitor to cede 
his Pretenſions for a Sum of Money. Could ſuch 
a Ceſſion be obtained, the H—r ap t might 
then ſtand upon his own Bottom, in Oppoſition 
to his Father, ſhould he ſuffer himſelf to be ins 
veigled by his Miniſters. 
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But this Scheme being diſcovered to the Minis 
ſter, by a ſecret Interception of the Correſpondence 
between the Princeſſes, the Caſe of the H—r 
ap—t became more deſperate, as the Miniſter 
now found himſelf obliged to precipitate the Ex- 
ecution of his Scheme. But croſs Accidents in- 
terveening for a While, and Lord S—d——'s 
Death afterwards, the Project dropt for that Time, 
but not without Suſpicion that it would be taken. 
again as ſoon as the Prince could find a Miniſter 
on whoſe Truth and Principles he could rely. 

As think it incumbent upon me to account to 
the Publick for my miniſterial Conduct, I don't 
look upon myſelf to be at Liberty to ſuppreſs a- 
ny of my Actions in my Capacity of a Courtier, 
however inconſiſtent with my former ſtrict Rules 
of Honour. The Correſpondence between the 
late Q—n and the Empreſs being ſuſpected by 
my Uncle, it was reſolved that I, who was 
charged with carrying my Miſtris's Letters to the 
Poſt, ſhould open and take Copics of them. But 
ſuch Copies, and one Original, detained as a 
Proof, being laid before Lord A- and the 
late K——, it may be eaſily judged how the Diſ- 
fention in the r——1 F y was widened, 

Such were my Lord Oxford's Views in detect- 
ing the P————'$ Correſpondence, and ſuch 
were mine in ſtrictly obſerving his Directions. 
The publick Good being the common Object in 
View, neither of us could be juſtly blong for 
having made every other Conlideration ſubſervi- 
ent to that one of reſtoring the Conſtitution; 
And, when a Man thinks ſuch a Reſtoration of 
abſolute Neceſſity, he may be caſily pardoned a- 
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ny Slips he may have made 1n Point of nice For- 
mality, eſpecially where he thinks the Happineſs 
and Freedom of his Country to be concerned. 

It is no leſs extraordinary than worthy the No- 
tice of true Engliſhmen, that moſt, if not all the 
chief Miniſters: ſince the Revolution, have had 
their Eye on the old Conſtitution, no leſs than the 
firſt great Revolutioners, who, as I ſaid before, 
never intended to journey as far as the Urgency 


of the Times obliged them. I am well fatisfied 


that Lord Godolphin and the great Duke of M—h 
wiſhed as warmly to the % Conſtitution as my 
Uncle Harley, and had wrought as arduouſly on 


their Plan, for its Reftoration, as he did on his, 


or as I have on mine. 

But that which is lefs known, tho' not leſs 
certain, is, that the late Earl S—h-—e had his 
Scheme for retrieving the Miſtakes of the laſt 
Century, as well as both the preceeding and ſuc- 
ceeding Miniſters. His Plan indeed was ſingu- 
lar, but was not the leſs apt and feaſible for being 


ſo. He would have had ſo much Power thrown 
into the Hands of the Prince, that he muſt be an 


Angel iſ he did not miſuſe it, by which Means he 


oP. 


propoſed a Republick ſhould rite on the Ruins of {| 


Monarchy. 


It is well known, that that Nobleman profeſſed 


republican Principles; nor is it doubted he would 
have gone as far, perhaps farther, than any Man 
of his Country, towards maintaining thoſe Profeſ- 
ſions. But it is indiſputable alſo, that he encou- 


raged that Opinion, and ſcemingly adopted it 


hiroſelf, as Koman Catholicks do Infidelity, the 
bettcr to introduce their own Faith upon the 


Kuus 


E 
Ruins of the Reformation, which permits un- 
bounded religious Freedom. Had he lived to 
have raiſed a Commonwealth on the Deſtruction 
of kingly Government, by granting the Prince 
more Power than the Conſtitution warranted, he 
could not fail re-eſtabliſhing the ancient Govern- 
ment in the Confuſion of the popular, to which 
the Engliſh are by no Means fitted by Nature. 

Except Lord B————te, whoſe Vanity or 
bad Heart obſtructed the Treaſurer's Scheme, and 
whoſe Conduct afterwards in France rendred his 
Integrity queſtionable at leaſt ; I fay, excepting 
him, ſure I am there had not been a ſingle Eng- 
li Miniſter of Senſe and Influence, (and ſome 
I have known with the latter without the for- 
mer) fince the Revolution, that had not a con- 
ſtant View to the Recovery of the Conſtitution. 
There were ſome few Foreigners indeed, during 
that Period, ſuch as Bentinck, Berenſdorf and 
Bothmar, that may have had other Views. But 
ſuch Exoticks ought to be out of the Queſtion. 
with Engliſhmen, whoſe Wiſdom ſhould always 
lead them to the Maintenance of that Conſtituti- 
on tranſmitted down, with their Freedom, by their 
Anceſtors. 

'Tho' cach of thoſe great Men took different 
Roads, they all pointed to the ſame Goal. Each 
ſhaped his Conduct as the Circumſtance of Sea- 
ſons and Party permitted. I will not deny, how- - 
ever, that they may have had an Eye to their 
own immediate Intereſt, while they were ſchem- 
ing for the Community ; but, if they blended that 
of Poſterity with their own, they were excuſable F 

And 
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And chat they did fo T am convinced, becauſe I 
have ſeen ſuch Proofs as ought to convince. 
But of all their Plans Lord Oxford's was the 
ſimpleſt, and conſequently ſooneſt and eaſieſt ex- 
ecuted. Nay, it would almoſt have executed it- 
ſelf, if he had not had the Fickleneſs of his royal 
Miſtreſs, and the Rottenneſs of &. F—n and H—t, 
to obſtruct his Career; but his Plan would not do 
ſince the Acceſſion ; and I often heard him fay 
ſo, adding, that, if he were to ſerve the new Ru- 
lers, he would work upon a conſumptive Plan, his 
Term for tiring ont the Nation with Debts, 


"Taxcs, coercive Laws, and Clogs upon Trade and 


their own bett Work 
The ſecond Robert, with flower Faculties and 
leſs Reſolution, ſeems to have adopted a Plan of 
this laſt Complection, but whether it was an O- 
riginal with him, or he took it up at ſecond Hand, 


Induſtry, fo as that 20 would of themſelves do 


from that Saying of Lord Oxford's, 1 cannot fay ; 
only I ſhould think it was not his own, becauſe 
he certainly was flow of Invention, and of a very 


circumſcribed Genius, 
I have been aſtoniſhed to think how Mr. 


TF-—e, with ſuch moderate Talents, a narrow 
Fortune, and very few or no Relations of Figure 


or Intereft, had been able to puſh himſelf to the 
Summit of Power, "The ſupporting himſelf there 
ſo long as he did may be eaſily accounted for, by 
thoſe who know how exceſſively laviſh he was 
of the publick Money to his Creatures and De- 
pendents. But that Waſte of the Revenue would 
have been neceſſary, on his Plan, if he had not 
had the Maintenance of his own Power in View. 


For, 


E 2 ; 
For, as has been already obſerved, that Miniſter's 
Scheme was to drain away the Riches of the Na- 
tion, and waſte and enervate their Strength, ſo as 
that in Length of Time they would come of 
themſelves to a Senſe of their Condition, and be 
rcady to exchange it for a better. 

Another Branch of his Scheme was, to cor- 
rupt the Morals of the People generally; in order 
to create an Indifference in them towards Relig 
on and Poſterity. A Ditregard for the latter would 
plunge them naturally into Profuſion and Luxury, 
which would neceffarily hurry on Poverty and 
Deſpair; and a Diſreliſh for religious Worſhip in ge- 
neral, would render them leſs anxtous and averſe to 
thoſe religious Tenets that had — the beſt 
Colour for the late Change in the Conſtitution. 

I was willing to think, even before I came in- 
to Parliament, which was on the Acceſſion of the 
reigning Prince, that Sir Robert had a View to 
Lord Oxford's debilitating Plan; and on this Sup- 
poſition, which I communicated to ſome of my 
Friends, I would have joined him the firſt Day, if 
I had not weakly ſuffered myſelf to be perſuad- 
ed againit my own private Opinion. Our People 
could not be reaſoned out of that old Frack which 
they had travelled in from the Revolution. They 
thought it meritorious to oppoſe and clog the 
Mleaſures of the Court, whereas; on the Syſtem 
I laid down to myſelf, to abet and indulge the 
Court, was the ſure, tho' flow Means of reduc- 
ing the People to that low Condition, which of- 
ten renders a Nation wiſe and deſperate. | 

It is in Politicks as in Religion; the latter ge- 
Berally thrives by Perſecution,” and ſo do Courts 

and 
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and Miniſters by Oppoſition. Therefore, inſtead 
of joining in the ſtrong and violent Oppoſition to 
the Miniſter, on my coming into Parliament, I 


ought and would have inliſted with him, if I 


had not weakly ſubmitted to others, who, tho 
of the ſame Principles, acted on different Plans. 
But, after a fruitleſs Contention of two Years 
with my Party, to bring them to a Reliſh of my 
Scheme, I quitted them intirely, and reſigned 
myſelf implicitely to be the Creature of the 
Court. 

The Figure I made in the Oppoſition, while I 
ated by foreign Lights, gave me ſuch additional 
Reputation with my Party, that my Deſertion, as 
they termed it, was thought to have given the 
deepeſt Wound to the Cauſe that it could have 


received. Such was the Language of thoſe I left; 


and the Acquiſition which the Miniſter had made, 


was looked upon to be of no ſmall Importance 


by the miniſterial Party, Thus might one, more 
vain than I, have been tempted to think himſelf 
of no little Conſequence, and plumed himſelf 
on being ſo highly reputed by one Party, and fo 


highly acceptable to the other. But, to ſpeak ſin- 


cerely, I left my Party to promote that Cauſe 
and Intereſt that they had at Heart, and went 
aver to the Ct, to give the better Countenance 
to the ruinous Meaſures then in Hand. 

The firſt Debate of Moment I pond. in, 
in my new Sphere, was concerning the 1 reaty of 
Seville, which, as it was a Meaſure neceſſarily 


productive of Brangles and Expence, was intirely 
conſiſtent with my Plan. And it was on this 


Occaſion, that I was firſt able to form a certain 
— 4 
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Judgment of the Miniſter's real Intentions. I 
fancied indeed, all along, that he muſt have been 
of my own Way of thinking, believing he was 
by Choice and Nature a Friend to Monarchy, 


and that he could not but ſee that the whole 


Scope of his Adminiſtration tended in the main 
to the Diſſervice of his preſent M—r, and his 
Family. But, until now, I cannot fay that I 


could judge of him with Certainty. 


The Occaſion was this; the Day after that 


* firſt grand Debate, in which I was thought to 
have made ſome Figure, Sir Robert was pleafed 


to ſelect me for his Evening Companion. Aſter 


| he had paſſed me large Compliments on the Glo- 


ry, as he phraſed it, I had acquired the Day be- 


1 fore, he asked me, with an Air of great Seriouſ- 
| neſs, what were my private Sentiments of a Mea- 


| {ure I had ſo well defended in Publick. As I 


believed the Queſtion to have been put purpoſe- 


ly to furniſh an Opportunity for an Eclairciſſe- 
ment on both Sides, I made no Heſitation to a- 
vo my Diſapprobation of it, as being pregnant 
with future Squabbles and Diſſentions. I am 
2 © miſtaken, ſaid he, ſmiling, or you would not 
7 © have been ſo very eloquent in Praiſe of the 
| © Treaty, if you had thought it conducive to 
2 © the real Intereſt of the preſent Family.” — I 
2} replied immediately, that the Welfare of the Com- 
4 munity being the firſt and chief Object of my At- 
2 tention, I tried every Meaſure by that Touch- 
Stone; and that, as I looked on the Treaty in 
2 queſtion to be, in its Conſequences, a Meaſure de- 
ſtructive of that Welfare, I tacitely diſapproved of 


uit, without conſidering how much or how little 


the 


the Intereſt of the Family was concerned. And 
added, that however the Nature of his Employ | 


1 
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might oblige him to Submiſſion, I did not doubt 
but he had, as myſelf, the publick Good ever and 
m_—_—__— | 


ing, Mr. V. 
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Here the Knight took me by my Hand, ſay- 


n, you are more deeply diſ- 
cerning for your Years than any of our modern 


Youth; and I am pleaſed I was not miſtaken in 


my Opinion of your ſecret Motive for leaving 
your Party, and coming over to us, without being 
ſought ſo earneſtly aſter as you might juſtly 
have expected. You perceived, I ſuppoſe, or 


thought you did, the Tendency of my Con- 


duct, and imagined a Similitude, which inclin- 


ed you to co-operate with me in the favourite 


Undertaking. You are not miſtaken, continu- 
ed he, in your Opinion of my private Senti- 


ments, nor in your Conjectures of the true Mo- 
tive of my Conduct. I may not live, or con- 


tinue in Power long enough to perfect my 
Scheme; but am ſure to lay ſuch a Foundati- 
on as my Succeſſor may build upon with Cer- 
tainty, and compleat the Work. It is probable, 


faid he, you will be that Finiſher ; and I ſin- 


cerely wiſh you may, for the publick Good. 


For, ſhould y or Ct, from tbe 
Effects of the preſent Oppolition, ſucceed to my 


Influence, I cannot anſwer they will purſue my 
Plan. And as for P——n, the likclieſt Man 


next yourſelf, if the Oppoſition prevails not, 
whatever his private Sentiments concerning the 


old Conſtitution be; for I never had Confidence 
enough in him, to truſt him with mine; he has 


not 
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not Parts equal to ſo arduous an Undertaking: 
And therefore I ſhould ſuſpect the glorious 
Work would miſcarry in his Hands, even tho' 
his Brother ſhould co-operate with him, who, 
by the By, has a better Underſtanding, tho' 
more confuſed, and he be leſs laborious, I can- 
not ſay what the D 's Diſcernment (and 
let me ſay that his Judgment is more ſolid, when 
© he affords himſelf Leiſure for ſerious Reflection, 
* than is commonly imagined) and Love of his 
Country may prompt him to tranſact in favour 
of the old Conſtilulion, but am well aſſured he was 
neither bred nor born, as you and I were, with Sen- 
* timents in its Favour, As for P——y, his Thirſt 
* for Wealth occupies his Mind too much to leave 
Room for other Conſiderations, eſpecially if at- 
* tended with Riſque and Danger. He dreads 
too much the Conſequence of. publick Confuſt- 
on, to join in the Recovery of the old Conſtitution, 
* tho'the Solidity of his Underſtanding might in- 
form him the Attempt would be eligible, 

If ever ( ſhould be veſted with Power, 


1 dh. 
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ohe will take a direct contrary Path to the de- 


ſireable Goal than you and I would chuſe. 
* And as mean an Opinion as I have of the Man's 
* Virtue, I believe he thinks and wiſhes as we do; 
therefore would be ſorry he ever ſhould ingroſs 
* the royal E, becauſe his Plan, which, from 
the Reſtleſſneſs and Arrogance of his Diſpoſiti- 
on, I reckon would be built on War and Con- 
* fuſion, could not fail of producing ſuch Effects 
* as would add to the Power of the O n, 
* which mult neceſſarily obſtruct the Completi- 
* on of the general Scheme.“ 
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Aſter this Diſcovery of ul private Sentiments, 
the Miniſter fell into the Conſideration of the 
Difficulty of ſupporting himſelf, where there were 
two diſtinct Intereſts to be purſued, and he was 
not at Liberty to cheriſh the Natural as much as 
he was inclined, nor to loſe Sight of the Foreign, 
as often as the latter ſeemed incompatible with the 
firſt. On this Occaſion he inſtanced the 'I reaty 
of Hanover in 1725. which he ſaid was partly the 
Product of that hot blundering Stateſman's Brain, 
his Brother-in-Law, of whom he was obliged : 
to get rid, becauſe he conſtantly perplexed his 
Scheme, tho' he believed without Deſign, as not 
being in his Secrets. 

I own I could not fee why Sir Robert ſhould 
object to this Treaty, any more than that of Se- 
ville; for on his general Plan, which was to drain, 
perplex and weaken his Country, the Alliance of 
Hanover was ſuperlatively well calculated. But 
I am to ſuppoſe, that that Treaty, which may be 
deemed a Meaſure intirely electoral, had rendred 
him too dependent on France and the Hanoverian 
Miniſters. In this Light indeed the Treaty might 
not be reliſhed by the Miniſter, or otherways it 
had the Appearance of anſwering his Purpoſe, as 
no Meaſure could in its Nature be more productive 
of Perplexity and Expence. | 

Another Reaſon likeways might be aſſigned 
for Sir Robert's ſecret Diſapprobation of the Trea- 
ty, which was, that it furniſhed his Opponents 
with too ſtrong and fpecicus Arguments againſt 
his Adminiſtration. And herein be ſhewed his 
Sagacity, it being certain that the Treaty of Ha- 
rover, tho made in 1725. had occaſioned his Fall 
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in 1741. For tho' it be true there were many o- 


ther interveening Circumſtances that concurred, 
he himſelf was ſteddily of Opinion that the Blun- 


der of Lord 172 -, as he always called 
that Treaty, was the mediate Foundation of the 
Triumph of his Enemies. | | 

On Sir Robert's Plan and mine ſuch a Treaty 
might have been ſingularly expedient, as it ne- 
ceſſarily opened the Sluice of Expence, eſtranged 
from us and weakned our natural Ally the late 
Emperor Charles VI. and ſtrengthned the Hands 


of our hereditary Enemies the French But, on 


the other Hand, as it might tend hereafter to in- 
large the Power of the preſent royal Family in 
the Empire, and therefore might prove an Im- 
pediment to the Perfection of the projected 
Scheme, I was always ſorry whenever the Neceſ- 
ſities of the Adminiſtration obliged me to juſtify it. 

This was my Opinion during Sir Robert's Ad- 
miniſtration, but have altered it ſince, on perceiv- 
ing that all Attempts for inlarging the electoral 
Power in Germany have conſtantly had a direct 
contrary Effect. The Jealouſy of the German 
Princes, particularly of his P n Majeſty, 
has all along increaſed in Proportion to the In- 
fluence which this Crown was ſuppoſed to have 
given to the Electorate in the Empire. Is it not 
perceivable, ever ſince the breaking out of the pre- 
ſent Troubles on the Continent, that all our Mea- 
ſures for the Support of the Houſe of Auſtria, were 
either directly oppoſed, or indirectly clogged, by 
the other Powers of the Empire, upon no other 
Principle hut that of Independency ? An Increaſe 
of che Power of the Houſe of Auſtria has been 


RO 
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no lefs dreaded, than an Addition to that of the 
Houſe of H——r. Nor do I think the Pr. 
ſian Jealouſy of the Houſe of Auſtria, on ac- 
count of Sileſta, to exceed that of the Houſe of 


H , on account of the Diadem of theſe 
Kingdoms. 

The King of Pruſſia would naturally, I may 
ſay neceſſarily, be at the Head of a Proteſtant In- 
tereſt in Germany, if this Crown did not add fo 
much greater Luſtre and Weight to the Electorate 
of H——r, than may be conſiſtent with the 
Views of its Neighbours. And 1 am not ſure 
but the Court of Berlin might bid fair for pre- 
ſcribing even to the Catholicks of the Empire, 
now the Houſe of Auſbria is on the Decline, if 


the mighty Weight of this Crown had been out 


of the Scale. For this Reaſon, Is there the Sha- 
dow of Probability that our preſent Struggles on 
the Continent can be attended with Succeſs ? 

Could we puth the French even within their own 
Limits by ſome lucky Event, which does not 
ſeem very probable, I make no Doubt but 
-, who fees Hr, as well as Auſtria, with 
jaundiced Eyes, would dropt he Mask of Neutra- 
lity, and arm openly in their Favour. Nor am J 
ſure that his preſent T- - Majeſty would 


have any ſuch Regard to the Safety of the Dutch, 
as might induce 1 to interfere in their Favour. 


That Prince and that People have not been in- b 


tirely well together for ſome Time, particularly | 
ſince he has known the Views of our Court to 


-e to the Power of his 


raiſe the Prince of O- 


Predeceſſors. And as every ſuch additional Pow - 
er would natur ally increaſe the Jealouſy of his 
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p Majeſty in regard to Hr, I am of 
Opinion, if we could puſh up the Houſe of 
0 2 to the Stadtholderſhip, we ſhould by that 
very Meaſure drive that Prince but the more un- 
alterably into the Arms of France. 

In regard to the Match with the Prince of 
Oe, Sir Robert and I were of different Opi- 
nions ; but, except the late Convention with Spain, 
that was the only Inſtance of our diſagreeing as 
to the Modus of perfecting our Scheme. He 
thought the Alliance of the Houſe of O—e 
would fo ſtrengthen the Houſe of H, that 
there could be no Chance hereafter for a Com- 
pletion of the Patriot Scheme ; whereas I wag 
ſtedfaſtly of Opinion that it would contribute to 
the Completion, by awaking the Jealouſy, not 
only of 7 a, but of the Dutch and of France 
likeways, who, ſince that Period, has redoubled 
her Efforts to lure the Hollanders, not only into 
a good Opinion of her Intentions, but to a Jea- 
louſy of the Views of our Court. 2 

Tho' one would think that theſe Conſequences 
might ſeem obvious to a Man of common Diſ- 
cernment, Sir Robert could not be brought to ſee 
them ; but it muſt be admitted that his Compre- 
henſion was limited. Yet TI believe that the No- 
bleman who had the chief Hand in the Match, 
might have had much ſuch Views as induced me 
to differ in Opinion with the Miniſter, 

As I was inclined to think well of this great- 
Man, of bigh Merit, in regard to the old Conſti- 
tation, J endeavoured to reconcile the Miniſter to 
him, that, by the Co-operation of ſo good a Man, 
and fo ſhining a Genius, we might accelerate the 

Comple- 
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Completion of the grand Scheme: But there was 
no perſuading Sir Robert to aſſociate with one of 


that Nobleman's Wit and Fire, tho' his Objecti- 
ons turned on Notions he had formed of that 


Lord's religious and political Principles. For, 
however the Miniſter may have been obliged to 
employ Men of known loofe Principles as to 
Church and State, to carry certain Points, and 
leafe his Party and his r, he abhorred the 
houghts of a Republick, and was a ſtaunch 


Churchman. The Firmneſs of the laſt Principle 


appeared evidently in his Speech againſt repeal 
ing the Teſt-Act, in favour of Diſſenters, which 
Oppoſition, by the By, contributed to coſt him 
his Poſt and his Lite; for, had he kept his Word 
with the Diflenters, it is probable he might not 
have loſt the general Election, nor conſequently 
his Power, the Loſs of which broke his Heart. 

But as for the great Man whoſe Principles had 
been thus objected to by the Miniſter, I never 


knew any Reaſon for even ſuſpecting he did not 


wiſh as warmly as I myſelf did to the old Conſti- 
tution. And as for his Religion, a Man may be a 
ſtaunch Patriot, without thinking better of our 
fpiritual Guides than they deſerve. How have 
they merited the Attention or Approbation of 
Men of Senſe and Candour ? Churchmen, before 
my Time, may have had ſome Title to the E- 
fteem of the People, but, ſince I had any Know- 
ledge of Men, the Clergy have brought the 
C——h itſelf into C t. So that if my 
Lord ſhould be weaned from his Venera- 


tion for the Church, as well as many others, let 
them 
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them who have been the primary Cauſe take 


Shame to themſelves, and bear the Blame. 
I ſhall always eſteem that great Man for his 
Virtues, tho' he ſhould not ſee: the Inſide of a 


Church during his Life; nor ſhall I think him 


leſs the Friend to the true Conſtitution of his Coun- 
try, for being no Friend to venal worldly Prieſts. 
I believe he oppoſed Sir Robert, not knowing 
his ſecret Intentions, or not ſuppoſing him ſo 
virtuous as to intend any Thing that ſhould claſh 
with his own immediate Intereſt or Influence. 
And if he continued oppoſing the ſucceeding 
Miniſter, it was not that he looked upon his Mea- 
ſures as unapt for the Purpoſe of my falutary 
Scheme, but that he was afraid the puſhing Ser- 


vant might indulge his in bringing an 


Army of cheriſhed Foreigners home to us, that 
might overturn, inſtead of reſtoring the Conſtitu- 
tion. As there are but few Things the late Mini- 
ſter was not capable of doing towards continuing 
his own Influence, if he had been at the Helm in 
the late unhappy Troubles, I ſhould expect ſuch 
an Army of Hs in the Bowels of our Coun- 
try, as might be much caſter brought hither than 
ſent away. 

This diſtinguiſhed Nobleman has been lately 
taken into the Miniſtry, bur it is in fuch a State of 
Subordination, as his high Spirit would never bruik 
if he had not ſuch Patriot Views as I myſelf had, 
and (till have, in taking a Share in the Conduct of 
publick Affairs, for the Completion of my favou- 
rite Scheme. One Man in is worth a Dozen 
out of Place, for the Purpoſe of puſhing 1 hings 
to Extremity, which alone is the Way to the ofd 
Conſtitutian. 
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Conſtitution. And for this Reaſon I have dc- 
termined to preſerve my Power, that is, to keep 
my Place, let who will ingroſs the C Confidence of 
the Prince, or force himſelf upon him. This, it 
may be urged, is the true Characteriſtick of the 3 
old Vicar; it may be ſaid to favour of Venality and 
Meanneſs of Spirit: And it would fo if the In- 
tention was not pure and virtuous. Hercin alone 
9 conſiſts the Guilt or Innocence of a Man's Con- 
5 duct. And as I may ſafely ſay that mine, all a- 
| long, has bcen ſhaped to reſtore the Conſtitution, * 
I conſider as meritorious what the Publick may 
i unknowingly decm venal and corrupt. 
af In this Light I conſider the truly great Man 
lately come into the Miniſtry. Is it not obvious 
0 that he muſt have ſome ſuch Patriot View, in ac- 
| cepting of Power fo diſtant from Court? Why 
elſe, but to pave his farther Way for the glorious 3 
Purpoſe of ſerving his Country eſſentially, has he 
aid ſach Reſtraint on his active Mind? Generous 8 
Motive! Nor do I deſpair in the leaſt but he will 
prove himſelf the unſhaken Friend to the old Cv. 
ſtitution ] take him for, when he reaches that Sum- 
mit of Power which will enable him to take the 
Lead in the Adminiſtration. As all the great 
leading Men, ſince the Revolution, had been 
ſecret Friends to that ſacred Standard, as all the ö 
Wiſe and Virtuous, ſince that Period, have been 
unwearied in their Attention to that ſingle Point, } 
Why ſhould we doubt the V—e-R y's Pa- 
11 triot Views, who fo brightly ſhines among bis 
i Cotemporaries ? ö 
Need we a ſtronger Proof of this perſuaſive 
1 Orator's Attention to the od Conſtitution, than 
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the Sharc he- had an bei on the preſent War 
with Spain, which it was evident would bring on 
an open Breach with France. There is no diſput- 
ing that a lucrative, fate and laſting Harmony 
with Spain might have been founded on the 
Convention that had been ſo loudly oppoſed ; 
and for this Reaſon I never aſſociated in the De- 
fence. of any of the Court Meaſures: with ſo 
great Reluctance as in the Support of that Com- 
pact. It appeared to me, as clear as Day, that a 
Rupture with SHain would involve us in a long 
and oncrous War with France, which if it ſhould 
not produce an immediate Recovery of the Con- 
ſtitution, would at leaſt help on the Completion 
of the grand Scheme, of awaking the People by 
an Increaſe of their Burden and Wants. 

I conſidered Peace, however expenſive Sir Ro- 
bert contrived to render it, but as an Opiate,which 
might in Length of Time ſhatter and ſhake the 
Body Politick ; but War, I was fure, would cauſe. 
an inſtantaneous Convulſion, or ſo haſty a Con- 
ſumption, as would rouze the ſupine Communt- 
ty. Our People are become ſo corrupt, and void 
of all Senſe of Virtue and Juſtice, that, unleſs they 


are made to bow to the Knee, by an Addition to 


their preſent Burden, they will not ſee the Pit in 
their Way, nor ſtrive to avoid it. But a long, ill- 
managed, and probably an unſucceſsful War with 
the whole Houſe of Bourbon, would infallibly bend 
them to that Attitude, to which they muſt come 
before they are either wife or juſt. 
As I was now without Reſerve in the Secret 
of the Miniſter's Attention to the old Conſtituti- 
on, J expatiated freely with him on his Meaſures 
| E. ſor 
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for preventing a Rupture with Spain. I told him 
he might thank Heaven that the Oppoſition had 
ſo inflamed the People, as that they wantonly 
and imprudently urged a War, which in its Con- 
ſequence might produce that Change he intended, 


much more certainly and ſooner than he could 


ropoſe by his Scheme of an expenſive conſum- 
ing Peace. I added, that the more proſperous 
the War might be on our Side, the keener would 


be the Reſentment of the Bourbons, and the more 


ſteddy and reſolved would be their Efforts to cre- 


ate Confuſion in the Bowels of our Country. — 


Here Sir Robert interrupted me, ſaying, — But, 


my Friend, if we ſhould not be ſucceſsful in 
the War, how will it contribute to the Com- 
pletion of our Scheme? You ſeem to look but 
at the fair Side of the Picture. I agree with you 
that Succeſs on our Side would give an Edge 
to the Reſentment of the Bourbons, and be the 
Means of their making uncommon Efforts to 
unhinge the preſent Form of our Eſtabliſh- 
ment. But, ſhould they be ſucceſsful, will they, 
or ought they to wiſh or promote the Altera- 
tion? Would not they rather prevent it? Is it not 
their Intereſt that we continue, and even increaſe 
our Debts and 'I axes? And can it be ſuppoſed 
they would contribute towards meliorating our 
Condition, and creating Union among ourſelves, 
* unleſs they are forced by a Run of ill Fortune? 

My Scheme, you know, added he, was Peace, 
becauſe, from the Degeneracy of the People, and 
Inability of our Commanders, I apprehended 
* we ſhould be unſucceſsful, and was ſure the 


* Houle of France would never concur to do your 
Work 
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© Work and mine, while they could carry on 


their own with Succeſs. Could we beat France, 
ſhe would quicken her Pace to the other Side 
of the Ap, in order to help herſelf, but am 
convinced the never will journey thither to help 
us, or for the Glory of doing a generous or 
compaſſionate Action. My Intimacy with the 
old Cardinal has given me a thorough Know- 
ledge of the Genius of the French Cabinet. I 
rather think that France will ſooner impede than 
promote the Completion of our Schemes ; there- 
fore have been always for ſuch Meaſures as might 
compleat it without the Concurrence of that de- 
luſive ſelf-intereſted Court. | 

Tho' I had not a much better. Opinion of our 
Stateſmen or Generals than the Miniſter, nor a 
more favourable one of France, yet I was wil- 
ling to try the Chance of War, believing it might 
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more immediately anſwer my Purpoſe than Peace. 
Some lucky Incident, Wn” might happen, 


during the War, to open a Way to that old Con- 


ſtitution I was fo paſſionately fond of, which 


could not be hoped for in a Period of Peace and 
Tranquillity. And, for this Reaſon, tho I war 
not at Liberty to oppoſe the Convention directly 
I took Care that my Juſtification of it ſhould re 
ther inflame than abate the Feuds and Heats bot 
within Doors and without; inſomuch that I my 
ſay I had contributed as much to the Spaniſh Wr, 


by my Manner of oppoſing it, as thoſe that id 


_ openly recommended it. Nor did this Suter- 


fuge eſcape the Penetration of Sir Robert, Mo, 

more than once, upbraided me with my Adtets, 

(his ſoft Phraſe) in regard to the 1 
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I acted pretty near the like Part in my Abet- 
ment of the Court Scheme for an Exciſe on Wine 


and Tobacco, a Scheme which was handed to 
the Miniſter with an Injunction from which there 
was no receding for one that would continue his 
Influence. I knew my Countrymen ſo well, that 
J was fare they would not only acquieſce in the 
Meaſure, if perfected, but forget, or at leaſt for- 
give the Invaders of their Liberties. Therefore 
my Aim whas to incenſe and inflame by a ſeem- 
ing Support of che Meaſure, but with no View 
to carrying the Scheme into Execution, The 
too great additional Power it would give the 


Crown was my principal Objection to it, but 


not as it might endanger the Liberties of the Peo- 
ple ſo much as that it might obſtruct their Re- 
lief, which I ever had in my View, and uppere 
molt in my Thoughts, 


Ihe future Relief of the Community, the Hap- 
pineſs of my Country, and of my———-Prince, 


were the conſtant Objects of my Attention, and 
he Moti ves of my Conduct. And tho' I will 
\ot aſſert that Sir Robert was as warmly zealous 
this Principle as I, yet J will do his Memory 
te Juſtice to ſay, that J verily believe his Scheme 
Peace was founded on a Suppoſition that 

r would rather retard than accelerate the Com- 


Plyon of our general Scheme. He had no Opi- 
nid of either the Honour, Piety or Friendſhip of 
fr%e, nor was he better reconciled to the Virtue 
of Countrymen, whom he believed might be 
driva by Neceſſity, but not reaſoned into Com- 
TI for the horrid Crime of their Fathers 
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Levellers would probably keep him ſteddy. | 


1 
He often complained to me, that my Party, as 
he was wont to call thoſe I had quitted, did not 
ſeem to diſcern the Drift of his Conduct, but aſ- 
ſociated with his Enemies to obſtruct his Meaſures 
in fayour of the old Conſtitutian; conſtantly adding, 
+ their new Friends will deceive them and the 
Pe likeways, if ever he confides in them, 
or they force themſelves into Power; for the 
Chieſs of them have imbibed the Leaven of 
Forty one, and will change, but not reſtore the 
* Conſtitution, whenever they can make the vi- 
cious Stride with any Hopes of ſucceeding.” 
- Herein I diſſented from the Miniſter, on a 
Suppoſition that the Scheme of a Commonwealth, 
which I knew to be that of his Qpponents and 
many of his Abettors, would rather fore ward than 
impede the Completion of my healing Scheme, 
The Republicans might unhinge the preſent-—— 
but even that might be but paving the Way. 
Therefore, whether or no the Party I had left ſaw 
Things in the tame Light I did, I was glad they 
aſſociated with the Enemies of Monarchy. And 
J will aſſume the Glory of being of thoſe that had 
contributed to inlarging Lord G——'s Views in 
Regard to the od Conſtitution. His Notion, like 
moſt others of the old Patriot Party, were nar- 
row, and confined ſolely to that of Reſiſtance to 


Miniſters, But I had the good Fortune to open 


bis Views, and give his Politicks the proper Biaſs: 
And, if it were poſſible that his own good Un- 
derſtanding would permit him to ſwerve from his 
preſent Maxims, the Alliance he had not long 
!11nce contracted with one of the Chiefs of the 


Yet 
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TFet how have J heard that wiſe Patriot Noble- 
man traduced for a Conduct that ſhould indear 
him to all who wiſh well to the old Conſtitution, 
and have the Good of Poſterity at Heart? Shall 
not we arrive much ſooner, and more certainly 
at the Port of our Happineſs, by failing rather | 
with than againſt the Current of Power! Let 


all who are fand of War and Parades on the 


; Continent be indulged. Let all who would main- 
tain a large ſtanding * of cheriſhed foreign 
Mercenaries have their 


ay. Let thoſe who 


would increaſe our Debts be pleated. And let 


thoſe who would prolong the War, to increaſe their 


Pledges, and for a Pretext to continue the fore- 


faid Mercenaries in our Pay, be praiſed and ſup- 


ported. In ſhort, let all who would impoverith 


the People, in order to humble and corrupt them, 
in order to efface all generous Notions of Poſteri- 


ty and their Country out of their Breaſts : Let 
thoſe, I ſay, have Rope cnough, and they will bet- 


ter anfwer our Purpoſes than France, even if ſh 


were ſincere, and inclined to ſerve us. 

It is true the People are volatile and unthink- 
mg, eaſily prejudiced _—_ their real Friends 
and genuine Intereſt. e Pulpit and Preſs have 


: had infinite Sway among them, and have often 


preached and wrote them out of their Wits and 
from their Duty, and pro tempore from their Inte- 
reſt. But this has, in the main, ſuch Hold of 
their Minds, that it will warp them ſooner or 
later from their Errors and Prejudices. My 
Scheme therefore has been to reduce them to ſuch 
a State as may open the Eyes of their Underſtan- 


ding, and ſhew them the Way to that Redreſs 


3 
J have ever had in View, that Redreſs which e- 
very Patriot conſiderate Engliſhman muſt neceſſari- 
ly have in View. Let this then be my Excuſe 
for that Contraſt, that Inequality which may 


have appeared in my Conduct, and given Offence 


| to many well-meaning Perſons * * * * * # 
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